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1. Title and Brief Description: “Japanese Internment Camps.” After doing research on historical  events that took place before, during and after the internment of Japanese Americans, I would like to teach a class about these events. These events are part of American History.

2. Research Question(s): Why were Japanese American civilians put in internment camps? What was it like for them in these camps? What happened to them after the war (WWII)? 

3. Research Paper: The resources that I would rely heavily on are books, magazine articles and biographies. These would allow me to explore the events that took place during and after the imprisonment of Japanese Americans. It would be great if I could interview people who have firsthand knowledge regarding this subject. 

4. Product: I’m planning on building a replica of typical living quarters at a Japanese internment camp. I also will go to an elementary school to teach students what I learned about internment camps. For the elementary school lesson, I will use my replica internment camp to help me explain what internment was like for these Japanese Americans. As part of my product, I will complete a lesson plan using the FHS template. I will work with the classroom teacher, who is also my mentor, so that I am contributing appropriately. 

5. Presentation: During the presentation, I can explain how I put the model living quarters together and why I made the choices that I made in building it. I can also provide the judges with the lesson plan I used for my elementary school lesson and explain how my research helped  me put that lesson together. Finally, using video tape footage, I can show selected moments from my elementary school lesson. This will be evidence that I actually did the lesson and I can pick moments that will be interesting to talk about and that will help me talk about the research I have done. 

6. Challenge and Learner Outcomes: Gathering sufficient information and organizing it into a formal presentation will be a great challenge for me, as will building a model I can use as a prop during my presentations. In the process of completing this senior project, I will demonstrate at least three learner outcomes.

a. I will demonstrate I am a self-directed learner because because I will have to arrange to teach a class and put a presentation together in time.

b. I will demonstrate that I am a quality producer because my model and class presentation will include detailed information about the internment of Japanese Americans.

c. I will demonstrate that I am an effective communicator because I will be effectively explaining this time in history to both a younger and older audience.

7. Materials and Cost: The materials I will be using to create the model will include cardboard, wood, wire, fabric and paint. My estimated cost is about $30. I will also need to use a videotape recorder.

8. Working Bibliography: I have already identified several useful sources of information.

a. Rancourt, Linda M. “Remembering Manzanar.”  National Parks May-June 1993: Infotrac Student Edition. 

b. Mackey, Mike. Remembering Heart Mountain: Essays on Japanese American Internment in Wyoming. Powell, Wyoming: Western History Publications, 1998. 

c. Chang, Gordon H. “Witness and victim.” The Humanist Jan-Feb 1998: Infotrac Florin Research.

“Remembering Manzanar” describes the new National Park dedicated to the memory of  the internment camp at this California location. The article also includes an in-depth overview of the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. All 10 internment camps in the United States are identified, as well as key political players.

The second source is a book collection of essays about the internment experience at another camp, Heart Mountain.  These essays talk about the experience from various viewpoints.

The third source listed focuses on the experience of a Stanford University professor who was interned at various camps. The article includes excerpts from his diary which vividly describe the living conditions.

These sources were selected because they provide accurate and detailed information about the internment of Japanese Americans and they will be useful to me in teaching my class and in deciding what  to include in the model camp I will build.

##

“Japanese Internment Camps” is an ideal proposal. Everything about it is excellent. All rubric criteria should be marked yes. This is the sample provided to all seniors this year.
