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The Primary Years Programme: preparing students to be active participants in a
lifelong journey of learning




What is an IB education?

The IB continuum of international education for 3 to 19 year olds is unique because of its academic and
personal rigour. We challenge students to excel in their studies and in their personal growth. We aim to inspire
a quest for learning throughout life that is marked by

enthusiasm and empathy. The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students with

character who respond to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident in their own identities,
make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common humanity and are

prepared to apply what they learn in real-world, complex and unpredictable situations.

The IB offers high-quality programmes of international education that share a powerful vision. Informed by the
values described in the learner profile, an IB education:

e focuses on learners - the IB’s student-centred programmes promote healthy relationships, ethical
responsibility and personal challenge

¢ develops effective approaches to teaching and learning — IB programmes help students to develop the
attitudes and skills they need for both academic and personal success

e works within global contexts - IB programmes increase understanding of languages and cultures, and explore
globally significant ideas and issues

* explores significant content - IB programmes offer a curriculum that is broad and balanced, conceptual and
connected.

IB learners strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded,
caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective. These attributes represent a broad range of human capacities and
responsibilities that go beyond intellectual development and academic success.
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What is the IB Primary Years
Programme (PYP)?




The PYP is designed for students aged 3 to 12. It focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer,
both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework guided by six transdisciplinary themes of
global significance, explored using knowledge and skills derived from six subjects areas, as well as
transdisplinary skills, with a powerful emphasis on inquiry. The PYP is flexible enough to accommodate the
demands of most national or local curriculums and provides the best preparation for students to engage in the
IB Middle Years Programme.

The IB Primary Years Programme

¢ addresses students’ academic, social and emotional well-being

e encourages students to develop independence and to take responsibility for their own learning

e supports students’ efforts to gain understanding of the world and to function comfortably within it

e helps students establish personal values as a foundation upon which international-mindedness will develop
and flourish.

The six subject areas identified within the IB Primary
Years Programme:

e language e social studies
* mathematics e arts

e science e personal, social and physical education
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From : http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/other-languages/pyp-programme-brochure-ar. pdf

The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary
Years Programme are the six transdisplinary themes

These themes provide IB World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global issues into the
curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of learning within subject areas.

e Who we are

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual health;
human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it
means to be human

e Where we are in place and time

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations
and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the interconnectedness of individuals and
civilizations, from local and global perspectives

e How we express ourselves

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the
ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic

e How the world works

Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological)
and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and
technological advances on society and on the environment.

e How we organize ourselves

Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems

and communities; the structure and function of organizations;

societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on

humankind and the environment

¢ Sharing the planet

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share
finite resources with other people and other living things;
communities and the relationship within and between them;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.



http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/other-languages/pyp-programme-brochure-ar.pdf
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Who we are OAd O

Central Idea: Environment affects our traits and the way we live
Ll 48l g Wil o Al 558 1,571 5,840
Concepts: form/ causation/ connection
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Lines of Inquiry Gianl) Ja glad
Types of environment (form)
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The impact of different factors on our traits (causation)
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The relation between the environment and the way we live
(connection)
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How we organize ourselves Lol alati (iss

Central Idea: Communities create systems to solve the problems they
face.
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Concepts: Resp responsibility /causation / Perspective
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How systems impact societies
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Different ways to follow systems
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Individual responsibility toward systems
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How the world works allad) Jany aS

Central Idea: people use laws of force and motion to make their life
easier
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Concepts: Change /reflection/ Form
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The impact of force and motion on us
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Forms of forces
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Force and motion change us
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Central Idea: Our history forms our cultural identity

N D i

Concepts: reflection / form / connection
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what cultural identity is (form) (reflection)
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How we express ourselves L] ooy S

Central Idea: Signs and symbols are used as a means of
communication locally and globally
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Concepts: Function / Form / Change
il AN - A gl ;i

duad) Ja ghad] ines of Inquiry
Forms of communication
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Purpose of communication (Function)
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old and modern means of communication
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Sharing the planet PP W g v

Central Idea: The survival of organisms depends on using resources
responsibly
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Concepts: Responsibility, Causation, connection
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Responsibility towards resources
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Dual-Language Program:

DAS believes in the importance of a dual-language learning, i.e. English and Arabic. This is demonstrated and
systematically supported by the school learning practices. Studies have shown that learners who study in two
languages achieve academically higher than other learners who study only one language. In addition, learners
who are able to shift between languages and use them correctly to express their ideas and opinions accomplish
higher scores on standardized 1Qs. They are also likely to obtain high grades in college. Statistics have
demonstrated that there is an increasing need for these learners in the international labor market compared to
those who can communicate in only one language.

This is why DAS students are always encouraged to use both languages in academic contexts under their

teachers’ supervision. So, students could be asked to present a learning product in a language different from

the language of instruction. For example, they might be asked to read a story in Arabic and present a summary
or a commentary on it in English and vice versa. This aims at developing the vocabulary items related to both
language contents.

Student-Support Unit (S.5.U.):

DAS SSU model is based on the principle that all students are able to learn and they have individual abilities and
various learning styles. The SSU is a multi-level system especially designed to cater for the students’ individual
academic needs. The SSU provides its educational services to pupils in elementary stage both in Arabic and
English inside and outside the classroom. Support is offered to single learners or individual learners in small
groups. These learners who require extra support are selected according to standard measures. Individual
improvement plans are created to each learner based on their individual needs and learning styles. These plans
involve various strategies and methods. The plans are checked and revisited periodically to assess the progress
achieved in each case and to make the necessary modifications.

Assessment and Evaluation: DAS adopts ongoing assessment strategies. Data about the learning of our students

are systematically collected via different media, such as notes and formative assessments. Based on this data,
teachers hold individual meetings with students concerned to reteach or improve specific skills or learning
strategies. In case a student’s learning difficulty continues to exist despite class intervention, the student’s
parents will be notified to cooperate and provide extra support. At the end of each unit, students’ performance
is assessed by a summative task that enables teachers to evaluate the level of mastery of the skills and
strategies taught to each student.

Parents will be informed of their children’s academic level by ongoing progress reports. These reports will be
sent 4 times during the academic year. It will contain different levels of performance in all subjects.
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Subject: Science

Teachers: Rasha Abu Haija / Syed Verda

In 3™ grade the students learn science in English for the first time. For that reason, teaching
language and vocabulary becomes essential for the students to start transferring their
knowledge from Arabic to English.

We expect our students to use scientific vocabulary accurately and explain their thinking and
findings while having group discussions. We display the unit vocabulary in both languages, so
the students are able to make connections between the two languages.




In Science we use standards which allow the students to create a balanced approach to learning
science. The standards support the students in developing content knowledge as well as
scientific skills.

We also focus on teaching the students scientific inquiry by focusing on developing engineering
practices such as:

. Asking questions and defining problems

. Developing and using models

. Planning and carrying out investigations

. Using mathematical and computational thinking

. Constructing explanations and designing solutions
. Engaging in argument from data

. Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information

We are also focusing on engaging students in investigating scientific phenomena. Phenomena
are used to engage students in investigations of real life incident or situation so they can used
their scientific knowledge and practices to come up with explanations or solutions.

Our curriculum revolves around the 3 main branches of science which are life science, earth
science and physical science.

Assessments:

We use the following assessment strategies during our science periods regularly:

. Informal observations of students’ working collaboratively
. Rubrics for inquiry and collaborative skills

. Checklists

. Science journals

Resource:
1. Exploring Science — Nat Geo

. Brain Pop
. Multimedia from different resources
. Wonders




The students are exposed to the following curriculum in science during the year.

Life Science:

. Students explore ideas regarding the characteristics of living things inherited from the

parents and the environment.

. Different living things look and function differently because of the inherited traits.

3. Animals may be parts of groups which vary in size to meet different needs.

7.

. All living things have basic needs for survival including which they gain from their

environment.

. A change in the environment causes some living things to adapt and survive, some

migrate while others may die.

Sometimes the different traits between individuals of the same species provide
advantages.

Fossils are studied to learn about the plants and animals from the past.

Earth Science

. Recording weather patterns helps us predict what kind of weather might happen next.
. Climate is the range of an area’s weather and how it may vary over the year.

. Natural hazards and how they impact the environment.

. Evaluate and design solutions for weather-related hazards.

Physical Science

. Describe forces and motion.

. Draw diagrams to show forces effect motion.

. We can observe and record an object’s motion.

. When motion exhibits a regular pattern, future motion can be predicted from it.

. Electrical and magnetic forces and their effect on different objects based in their

properties.
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Subject: English Language

Teachers: Rasha Abu Haija / Syed Verda

In grade 3, each unit is aligned to the central idea and is used to support the language skills
needed to deepen their understanding of the lines of inquiry and concepts. We teach several
essential skills such as phonics, grammar, comprehension and vocabulary during shared and
guided reading. As the language teachers teach both science and English they can support the
students link the concepts between the two subjects.

Reading Literature

Students will learn how to comprehend questions and answer them according to the text and also
generate questions while referring to the text

Students will learn how to retell a story and identify details that support the theme.

Students will be able to describe the character’s traits and emotional feelings, and explain the
character’s action and how it affect the events in a story.

Students will be able to differentiate between literal and nonliteral language and use context clues to
determine the meaning.

Students will be able to form their own point of views other than author’s or character's opinion and
explain the difference between their point of view and the narrator’s/character’s point of view.
Students will be able to identify the mood, character traits/setting in a text, and explain how aspects of a
text's illustrations contribute to creating mood and emphasizing aspects of a character/setting in a text.
Students will be able to identify theme, setting, and plot in a text.

Students will be able to compare how themes, settings, and plots are similar / different in stories written
by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).

Students will be able to read the stories proficiently and independently.

Reading Information

Students will be able to ask questions about an informational text referring to explicit details and
examples from the text to support their answers

Students will be able to refer to text when drawing conclusions.

Students will be able to identify details from the text that were used to determine the main idea and use
signal words to locate supporting details in the text.

Students will be able to explain sequence is a series of connected events and identify that a cause is a
reason for an action and that an effect is the result of an action.

Students will be able to make connections between a series of historical events, scientific
ideas/concepts, or steps in technical procedures.




Students will be able to identify common affixes and their meanings SWBAT identify common roots and
their meanings (e.g., port=to carry, transportation).

Students will be able to use sentence-level context clues, affixes, common roots, glossaries, and
dictionaries to determine the meaning of an unknown word in text.

Students will be able to explain how text features help readers navigate the text and locate additional
information relevant to a topic.

Students will be able to determine whether information is relevant to a given topic.

. Students will be able to identify the author's point of view and their own point of view on the same

subject in a text and compare their own point of view with the author's, noting the similarities and
differences.

. Students will be able to identify common types of illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs, diagrams,

graphs) in informational text and interpret the information from illustrations and words in a text to
determine where, when, why, and how key events occur.

. Students will be able to identify comparison and causes and effects in the text.
. Students will be able to determine whether the connection between particular sentences and

paragraphs in a text is a comparison, cause/effect or sequential order.

. Students will be able to compare and contrast how two informational texts on the same topic present

the most important points.

. Students will be able to compare and contrast how two informational texts on the same topic present

the key details.

Reading Foundational Skills

1.
2.

Students will be able to apply knowledge of affixes and root/base words to aid in pronunciation.

Students will be able to apply their knowledge of blending to each syllable and blend each syllable
together.
Students will be able to read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Students will be able to determine the purpose for reading.
Students will be able to read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

Students will be able to orally read prose and poetry with automaticity (accuracy and rate) and
expression.

Students will be able to write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
Students will be able to compose informative texts that clearly convey ideas and information about a
chosen topic.

Students will be able to sequence narrative events in a logical order.

Speaking and Listening

1.

Students will be able to engage themselves effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) and use rules for conservation.
SWBAT recognize the idea of others and build upon ideas.

SWBAT follow agreed-upon rules while listening to others and speaking one at a time about the topic
under discussion.
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Assessments:
Diagnostic Assessments

Summative tasks and tests

MAP test

Informal Observations

DRA2: Developmental Reading Assessment 2 (DRA2) is used in Kindergarten and the
elementary section to follow up with the students' progress in reading. The table below
explains what is expected from the student at the end of each grading period:

Homework:
With respect to the homework, it is sent weekly. The students receive their weekly planner
every Thursday to complete the homework and submit.

Resources:

Wonders by McGraw Hill

Fountas and Pinnell Guided Reading Program
Writers” Workshop program

Read Theory

Brain Pop
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General Information

Attendance and Departure:
All students are expected to arrive to school between 6:45 and 7:10 as the Morning Assembly starts at 7:15 and
the school day ends at 2:30. Adhering to the school daily schedule should have a positive effects on the
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students socially, psychologically and academically. In case the students will be late, parents are invited to notify
the school by phone about the reason for coming late. After 7:20 a students is considered late.

Health and Safety:

If a student has a health problem that must be attended to with care, both the school nurse and the homeroom
teacher should be notified. These health issues include allergy to certain types of food, the need to take some
medicines periodically and asthma which requires special attention. The parent is requested to inform his child
of his case and the things he should avoid. If a student takes a certain medicine, the time schedule and the
prescription should be sent for each. In case of a sudden disease or injury at school,

Meals Eaten at School:

- Parents are requested to encourage their children to drink water and eat healthy and nutritious food, such as
brown bread, fruits, fresh vegetables, milk, preservative-free natural juice, etc.

- Students should also avoid unhealthy foods and drinks, such as fizzy drinks, chocolate, chewing gum, candies,
potato chips, snacks that contain harmful additives or preservatives, etc.

- To ensure the safety of DAS students, it is prohibited to eat the above-mentioned types of food in school due
to their harmful effects of the well-being of our students.

- It is also forbidden to bring these foods during school trips or school parties.

- Parents are cordially requested to provide their children with bottles of water each day.

School Evacuation:

To ensure the safety of the school community, evacuation drills are performed once in a while. Parents should
not be disturbed if they were told by their children that there was a fire at school which is in fact a fire
evacuation drill. We wish safety to everyone.

Departure Plan:

For the safety of your children, parents are gratefully requested to encourage them to:

- At 2:30, all students must leave directly to their car or bus accompanied by their personal attendants.

- Students must not play or run in the corridors, the playground or outside the building among cars.

- Students must never leave with a classmate or a relative without a prior written consent from the parents and
after the school administration and homeroom teachers have been notified.

Thank you for your usual cooperation

School Rules and regulations

It's expected from our students to adhere to the following rules in all school facilities:

| behave safely
| behave responsibly
| behave respectfully

All the teachers along with the students involved in the stage participate in setting the essential
agreements which demonstrate the expected behaviours based on the previous three rules.
The students are trained and encouraged to apply the expected behaviours through modelling,
role-playing, displaying videos, and reading stories when needed.

The academic counsellor sets an individual improvement plan for the student’s behaviour in
cooperation with the class teacher and parents.

31




We already have a private document (students commitment document) which clarifies the
expected behaviours and the consequences of violating them, taking into consideration that
they are classified into levels according to the severity of the behaviour.

We hope you had a look at them on the school website carefully and discussed them with your
son.

We are sure that our students will adhere to the behavioural expectations if they are supported
from school and home.

SA¥ls Atall G Jualsill 3k
: e gl 5y (1)

pal djadl e Ll o ) (e lanis A cully Ayl G dage Jlsi) Alass o5 ol JS Jujin
sy Glnl ALyl LAY ee oSin s Al i paladly e Lia¥ly cildiall v lsally pacalsal
il aled) Gl e Ju ) LAWY ChHLa) I @) @iy DA S I apll 3 Ly Y

tosaladdl ShLS (2)

Jhind e s LS L Alajall 300 o) Alayall Clhe A (e (Base 20 sal Buuail] oag alae 85 b 22 e
.d.\.um A ga (ygd ‘)A&.\ ‘?JJ
uaill cilelaay) (3)

o L Janse 3923 Jly) g ¢ SBI Juadl) (85505 J5¥) Jeaaill 5y cAindl b (ipe padl) e Laia) s
g laa) ) dalall diey . ST slal) &8 ia sasall gl AN gap Gl @il oy alald) g Laal) gl
L3yal) Jgaadl d soaadl 550 lsl b Base aleall pe Gauatil) 5y cp Laia¥] Algan ale) ) S dl)

& 5| Jandadil) 55l (4)




(@53 IS0 4l (53 sl ey silly lalsl) e Tpalliti (S g ol JS Ga Guedl gy Junsi e sl Blaind a5
Sl Jils) (6)

Sl pe lgle Jand) s A (bl Caylaall) Lbiall cilad gl oS3 ma il 3ang IS Aoy oS3 Jus i Allasy 4
Basgll el =

25 (7)

labsl) g Glllal) Lealey A @lansl) ge AT Claste (saatin G Jasal paldl) S Glis oSlass

O Wl e aSlains caDIA (e Gaalral) ae doalgill GliSay 131 ¢ Gpaleall cillandle ) A8LaaYl dilusylls e s
renst JSI Sl paladl Cluald) daglic aSilghuse (e s A5 Jilasy sy

Communication Means between School and Parents

. Weekly Newsletter: A weekly newsletter is an important communication mean between
school and parents and will be sent every week. We’d like to encourage you, parents, to
read it weekly to know about the important topics and different schedules of occasions,
meetings and lectures.

. Teacher Visits: If you want to meet with a teacher, please make an appointment by
coordinating with the stage proctor or administration. We apologize for not being able to
meet with parents without a scheduled appointment.

. Individual Conferences: Individual conferences are held twice a year; one time in the first
semester and another time in the second semester. An invitation will be sent to parents
declaring the date of meeting with your son’s teacher. We'd like you to abide by the
specified time to achieve the required benefit of the meeting. If there is still a need for an
additional meeting or rescheduling the meeting, coordination with the teacher will be
made ahead during the specified times of visits in the attached schedule.

. Weekly Planning Form: A weekly planning form are sent every Thursday to inform you
about homework assignments and assessments for each coming week.

. Unit Newsletters: Unit newsletters are sent at the beginning of each new unit to explain
the class expectations (knowledge and skills) that will be worked on with your son in this
unit.




Moodle: The account of your son on Moodle will be sent to you. On Moodle, you will find
more information about the units, homework assignments, weekly newsletters in
addition to teachers’ notes. You can use Moodle as a means of communication with
teachers. We’d like to inform you that paper messages will not be sent to parents and it
is your responsibility to follow your son’s account on Moodle daily.
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